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SANTA CRUZ — Com-
mercial kitchen Extra Kitchen
announced a 3,000-square-foot
expansion of its culinary incu-
bator space on Potrero Street,
near Gateway Plaza and High-
way 1 in downtown Santa Cruz.

Owned and operated by
Santa Cruz locals, Matisse
and Daniela Selman, the
facility is looking for lo-
cal food manufacturers or
people who might be looking
to start a food business who
need a certified commercial
facility in which to produce
their products. With their
existing commercial kitchen
already booked almost to ca-
pacity, the Selmans recently
acquired and remodeled the
large adjoining warehouse
space.

“We are really excited to be
able to expand our facilities
and offerings to the burgeon-
ing food industry in Santa
Cruz,” said Matisse Selman,
a chef himself who trained at
the Culinary Institute in New
York. “The satisfaction of our
tenants is our most important

LOCAL

Contributed
Extra Kitchen has expanded its space in Santa Cruz.

Extra Kitchen
announces expansion

asset. If needed we give advice
on food costing, ingredient
sourcing and can even provide
contacts for certain retailers.”

Extra Kitchen is host to
13 food entrepreneurs, in-
cluding a mustard maker,
a chocolatier, an almond
spread maker, producers of
fresh Asian food, including
sushi, makers of organic
muesli, a cookie baker, and
others. With the additional
space available, there 1s room
for more than doubling the
current number of renters.

“We are a wholesale food
production kitchen with five
separate kitchen production
areas, including induction
cooktops, convection ovens,
and a Type Two hood,” Sel-
man said. “With our newly-
acquired space, we now have
many more prime time hours
available. We have room for
refrigerators and pallet racks
of storage. We have shipping
docks, and forklifts are avail-
able if needed.”

For information, visit Ex-
traKitchen.com.
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Noah Jackel is shown with several wood slabs that were made by Jackel Enterprises on Ohlone Parkway in Watsonville.

Wood that’s

‘meant to be seen’

Jackel Enterprises, Inc. celebrates 25 years

By TODD GUILD
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN

WATSONVILLE — It has
been a quarter century since
Steve Jackel started his epony-
mous specialty lumber business.

Jackal Enterprises, Inc. is
now a 40,000-square-foot facil-
ity on a two-acre lot on Ohlone
Parkway in Watsonville.

That 1s double the size of
his Locust Street location, from
where he relocated in early April.

And it's a world away from
when he first set off on his own in
1991, a decision he made after a life
in woodwork that included making
custom musical instruments.

“It was just me, a pickup truck
and a telephone,” he said of the
company’s early days, which
started in Santa Cruz, then moved
to Watsonville in 1998.

Jackel said he enjoys the loca-
tion and the community of the
South County city. Many of his
12 employees live here, he said.

“Inever considered any other
place than Watsonville,” Jackel
said.

The move consolidated mul-
tiple local facilities into a single
location that features manufac-
turing and milling, kiln drying,
executive offices and a show-
room for customers.

The lumber company offers
dozens of types of specialty
hardwood and softwood from
around the world, as well as
specialized services to builders,
woodworkers, cabinetmakers,
surfboard makers, furniture
builders and millwork shops.

Jackel'sreception area features
several examples of its products,
from African sapele hardwood
that frames the door to dark-hued
box beams, which are one of the
company's better-known products.

These are three-sided wood
boxes tooled to look like solid
timber beams and cover un-
sightly wires, sprinklers and
conduits.

That started when a client
asked Jackel to help cover a
steel beam. Another asked for a
customized version for his house.

The company has supplied
large, slab conference tables to
several Silicon Valley tech com-
panies, which are increasingly
demanding natural-looking “live
edge” wood products, Jackel said.

“We sell wood that’s meant
to be seen,” Jackel said.

The company’s wood is cer-
tified by the Forestry Service
Council as environmentally
sustainable, which is part of the
company'’s overarching philoso-
phy to be as “green” as possible.

This includes practices such
“urban forest salvage,” which is
utilizing wood harvested from
populated settings. Jackel has
several red elms from San Jose
State University, and walnut trees
from the town of Spreckels.

Jackel also sells reclaimed
wood, salvaged from aging and
demolished structures.

He recently acquired more than
100 pilings that spent more than 70
years buried in the sand holding up
a pier at the Embarcadero in San
Francisco. An infusion of minerals
from the sand through the years
gave the wood a unique hue.

Steve’s son Noah Jackel, now
the company’s vice president,
sald he grew up at Jackel En-
terprises.

“The work we do showcases
the beauty of natural wood
which i1s rewarding and interest-
ing,” he said. “Twenty-five years
has gone by quickly.”

Jackel estimated that 80
percent of his business comes
from Northern California, with
approximately 20 percent in the
Monterey Bay. Customers also
come from Arizona and Oregon.

Customer Timerie Gordon,
principal of Santa Cruz-based
Nielsen Studios Architecture
+ Design, called Jackel Enter-
prises an “invaluable resource.”
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Steve Jackel, owner of Jackel Enterprises, talks about the 25
years of his business Wednesday.
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Gene Martinez helps assemble a box beam, which is one of

Jackel Enterprises' specialties.

“The new facility will help
Jackel build on their reputation
for finding wood-based solutions
that fit each budget and are deliv-
ered on time,” Gordon said.

Jackel Enterprises, Inc. 1S

located at 801 Ohlone Parkway
. Watsonville. For informa-
tion, call 800-711-WOOD or
(68-3880, or visit www.jack-
elenterprises.com or wWww.
houzz.com/pro/jackelenter-
prises/jackel-enterprises-inc.

Fruit and Veggie Fest

comes to Grocery
Outlet

WATSONVILLE — Hundreds
of shoppers are expected to
celebrate Fruit and Veggie Fest,
an annual event held Saturday
to encourage shoppers to im-
prove their health by filling their
carts with an array of fruits and
vegetables in all forms including
fresh, frozen, dried and canned.

Watsonville’s Fruit and Veg-
gie Fest event is sponsored by
Santa Cruz County Health Services
Agency in partnership with Second
Harvest Food Bank and Grocery
Outlet. It will take place from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Grocery Outlet,
1000 Main St. in Watsonville.

Food demonstrations will
highlight meals from the Cham-
pions for Change campaign. In
addition, healthy store tours will
be offered along with Calkresh
outreach and activities for kids.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Local registered dietitians and
health educators will share tips
and ideas to help shoppers find
healthy and affordable produce

options.

Bay Federal promotes
Saldana to branch
manager

APTOS —Bay Federal Credit
Union announced the promotion
of Mariela Saldana to Assistant
Vice President/Branch Manager
Aptos.

Saldana has
served In lead- P
ership roles at
multiple Bay
Federal loca-
tions over the
past 10 years
and will carry
forward that
experience as she oversees daily
operations at the branch in Aptos

Village Plaza.

Saldana

Saldana joined Bay Federal as
a Member Service Representative
in 2001 and was promoted to New
Account Specialist within her first
year. Since 2000, she has fulfilled
roles such as Assistant Branch
Manager and Service Manager.

“My plan for this new chapter
is to take the success the Aptos
Branch has already achieved and
expand upon it,” Saldana said.
“I love the culture and all the
growth opportunities that Bay
Federal offers. Bay Federal is
truly a company that cares about
its employees and community.”

Saldana was recently honored
with the Credit Union’s 2015 Sales
and Service Award for Service

Manager. She also received the
award in 2012 and 2013.

Bankers walk Iin heels
for charity

SANTA CRUZ — For the
fourth year, Santa Cruz County

Bank bankers donned creative
costumes and high heels to com-
pete in a fundraising race around
the perimeter of the bank’s main
building in Santa Cruz.

This year, Barry Swenson
Builder joined the bankers in the
high-heeled “pre-walk” race to
raise funds for Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes, a walk hosted by Monarch
Services to promote awareness
about domestic violence and
sexual assault. This year’s “pre-
walk” included more than 25
competitors.

All proceeds raised through
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes on April
28 will support Monarch Services,
whose mission is to aid domestic
violence and sexual assault sur-
vivors and their families through
counseling, legal advocacy and
medical assistance, as well as
teen dating violence prevention
programs in local junior high and
high schools.

For information, visit www.

monarchscc.org.




